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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for recovering logged data from a remote electronic logging device used for 
recording sensor-derived data over a period of time, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing an identifier for said logging device; 

establishing a data communication link between said logging device and a server having 

software access to said identifier; 

identifying the logging device based upon the identifier; and 

uploading sensor-derived data from said logging device to said server over said data 

communication link. 

2. The method recited in claim 1 wherein said data communication link comprises a 
computer network link. 

3. The method recited in claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
designating recipients for having access to said sensor-derived data; and 
transmitting a representation of said data to said designated recipients, the identification 

of the designated recipients being determined in a manner based upon the identifier. 

4. The method recited in claim 1 further comprising the step of automatically billing a 
customer for accessing the logged data. 
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5. The method recited in claim 1 further comprising the step of transmitting a reset 
instruction to said logging device that instructs the logging device to record additional sensor- 
derived data. 

6. The method recited in claim 1 further comprising the step of transmitting a response to 
said logging device based upon selected criteria in regard to said sensor-derived data. 

7. The method recited in claim 6 wherein said response comprises an alarm instruction 
when said sensor-derived data exceeds a selected threshold. 

8. The method recited in claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
evaluating the account status for use of said logging device; and 
preventing operation of the logging device based upon said account status. 

9. The method recited in claim 1 further comprising the step of shipping the logging 
device back to a device manufacturer. 

10. The method recited in claim 1 further comprising the step of returning the logging 
device to a device shipper. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of transferring information 
indicating the location of the logger. 
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12. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of resetting the logger for an 
additional use. 

13. A system for recovering logged data from a remote logging device used for recording 
sensor-derived data, the system comprising: 

a predetermined identifier electronically embedded in said logging device; and 
a data communication link selectively connecting said logging device to a server, said 
server having software access to said predetermined identifier for activating and transmitting said 
sensor-derived data from said logging device to said server over said data communication link in 
response to identifying the predetermined identifier. 

14. The system recited in claim 13 wherein said data communication link comprises a 
computer network link. 

15. The system recited in claim 13 wherein said server software comprises recipients 
designated for having access to said data and wherein said server is programmed to transmit 
representations of the data to said designated recipients, the identity of the designated recipients 
being determined based upon the predetermined identifier. 

16. The system recited in claim 13 wherein said server software comprises billing 
processing instructions for automatically billing a customer for use of said logging device. 
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17. The system recited in claim 13 wherein said server software comprises customer 
account status information for determining whether a customer is entitled to use said logging 
device based upon a customer account status. 

18. The system recited in claim 13 further comprising means for transferring information 
indicating the location of the logger. 

19. The system recited in claim 13 further comprising means for resetting the logger for 
an additional use. 

20. A system for remotely monitoring sensor data, comprising: 
at least one logging device having a predetermined identifier; and 

a server that identifies the at least one logging device based upon the identifier and that 
receives signals from and transmits signal to the at least one logging device, the server 
determining which signals to transmit to the logging device based upon the predetermined 
identifier; and 

a two way communication link coupling the at least one logging device to the server, the 
two-way communication link being selectively activated and deactivated based upon a 
predetermined relationship. 

21 . The system recited in claim 20 wherein the server transmits information to third 
parties, the information being derived from data received by the server from the logging device. 
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22. The system recited in claim 20 wherein the logger further comprises a remote 
activated noise emitting device. 

23. The system recited in claim 20 wherein the server bills a customer based upon the 
predetermined identifier. 

24. The system recited in claim 20 wherein the server transmits a signal to the logging 
device over the two-way communication link to continue further operation or to cease operation. 

25. The system recited in claim 20 further comprising means for transferring information 
indicating the location of the logger. 

26. The system of claim 20 further comprising means for resetting the logger for an 
additional use. 

27. A method of assessing a fee for the use of a data logging device, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing to a customer a service related to the use of the data logging device; 
transferring data loggedby the device to a server located physically remote from the 

device; 

assessing a fee to the customer for said provided service. 
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28. The method of claim 27 further comprising the step of enabling a plurality of parties 
to access the transferred data and assessing an access fee for each such party. 

29. The method of claim 27 wherein the logged data includes information regarding any 
one or more members of a group of criteria consisting of temperature, humidity, motion, 
pressure, voltage, flow and sound. 

30. The method of claim 27, further comprising the step of remotely programming the 
device for further use. 

3 1 . The method of claim 27, further comprising the step of remotely calibrating the 
device for further use. 

32. The method of claim 27, wherein the service comprises any one or more of a group 
consisting of: using the device, accessing the data, and manipulating the data. 

33. A method of assessing a fee for the use of a data logging device, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

providing to a customer a service related to the use of the data logging device; 
transferring data tracked by the device to a data reader; 
making the transferred data available to an entity designated by the customer; 
assessing a fee to the customer for said provided service. 
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34. The method of claim 33 further comprising the step of enabling a plurality of parties 
to access the transferred data and assessing an access fee for each such party. 



35. The method of claim 33 wherein the tracked data includes information regarding any 
one or more members of a group of criteria consisting of temperature, humidity, motion, 
pressure, voltage, flow and sound. 

36. The method of claim 33, further comprising the step of reprogramming the device for 
further use. 

37. The method of claim 33, further comprising the step of calibrating the device for 
further use. 

38. The method of claim 33, wherein the service comprises any one or more of a group 
consisting of using the device, accessing the data, and manipulating the data. 
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